
REPUBLIC OF VANTIATU

PUBLTC HEALTH ICAP 2341

Declaration of Public Health Emergency
OrderNo. b of2022

In exercise ofthe powers confbrred on me by sections 2lA and 2lC ofthe Public
Health Act [CAP 234]. I. the Honourable SILAS BULE MELVE, Minister of
Health- on the recommendation ofthe Director after the Director has received an

advice from the Commiltee. make the tbllowing Order.

I Declaration of Public Health Emergency

Due to the continuous global impact of COVID-19, a Declaration of Public Health
Emergency is declared throughout the whole of Vanuatu.

2 Period of Public Health Emergency

The Declaration of Public Health Emergencv commences on the lst ol'February
2022 and ceases to have effect on the 3 I st July 2022.

3 Conditions relating to the conduct of responds to the declared public
health emergency

The tbllorving are the conditions relating to the conduct ofresponds to the
declared public health emergency:

(a) a person must:

(i) follow the public health and social measures recommended by the
Ministry of Health in accordance with COVID-19 Alert Level at
their location based on the Vanuatu COVID-19 Outbreak Alert
System as outlined at rr rvn .covid l9.gor'.r u. This includes:
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(A) at all COVID -19 Alert Levels, the 6 hygiene and
prevention measures: wash hands; do not touch eyes, nose
and mouth: practice respiratory hygiene; clean and disinfect
surt'acesl stay home when sick: get vaccinated when
available: and

(B) depending on the COVID-19 Alert Level. the additional
measures: physical distancing, avoiding crowds, wearing a
mask in public, staying at home when directed, quarantine.
travel restrictions. curfew: and

(C) olher measures as indicated by Committee;

a government department and a private sector delivering an essential
service must continue to function as appropriate for the COVID- l9 Alert
l-evel rvhilst implementing COVID- 19 safe protocols. unless an individual
is at risk ofCOVlD-19 or other hazardsl

a government department and a private sector must ensure that there are

CO!'lD- l9 safe operational plans (or adapted Workplace Health and

Safety plans) that guide rvorkforce and workplace requirements in line
u'ith the COVID- 19 Health Sector Preparedness and Response Plan;

a government department and a private sector on the advise ofthe
Committee. may operate on normal business hours. partially or close.
based on the COVID-19 Alert Level, business category and protocols;

a govemment depanment and a private sector must implement the
business measures outlined in the Safe Business Operations guidelines and

all COVID-19 safe protocols in accordance with the COVID-19 Alen
Level at their location. This includes:

(i) at all COVID-19 Alert Levels. conduct self-veriflcation,
certification and audit. as rvellas establish Workplace Health and
Safety plans and appoint a CovlD- I 9 Safe Focal Point: and

( ii) depending on the COVID-19 Alert Level. hand-washing stations,
regular cleaning offacilities, risk communication to customers, and

cuslomer registries as required; and
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(ii) follow the quarantine and isolation requirements as provided by the
Health Emergency Advisory Committee. including sampling for
testing and quarantine for inbound international travellersl



(iii) other measures as provided by the Corrmittee:

( l') entry to Vanuatu fbr all inbound international travellers must be approved
by the Cornrnittee and must be in line with Ministry olHealth
requirements including pre-departure testing and advance f'ull vaccinationl

(g) the l\4inistry of Foreign Affairs. in coordination with overseas missions, is
to provide prioritized lists ofpotential inbound international travellers to
the C'omrnittee fbr revierv and approval:

(i) the Poft Vila Bauerfield International Airport is to remain open for
inbound international travellers. Allother Vanuatu ports ofentries are lo
remain close to inbound passengers travelling trom overseas. These
closures must remain in place until otheru'ise advised by the Committee:

(i) the Port Vila Bauerfield International Airport, the Port Vila Harbour and
the Luganville Harbour are to remain open lbr inbound cargo from
overseas:

(k) a person working at an open international port of entry accepling
intemational travellers and cargo or cargo only', and all staffsupporting the
quarantine operations. including transport, security and hotel stafl. must
follow the endorsed COVID-19 procedures and protocols at alltimes as

related to their task. including correct use of personal protective
equipment. physical distancing, use ofmasks. and routine testing for
SARS-CoV-2 as required:

(l) a healthcare worker. a person who works at the Ministry of Health or a
frontline rvorker supporting the repatriation. quarantine or isolation
operation. must be f-ully vaccinated against COVID-19:

(m) the \ranuatu Police Force must provide COVID-19 security protocols and
security services for quarantine and isolation facilities in line uith
Ministry of Health requirements, and also provide police escorts at the
request of the Committee;

(n) the provincial government must. in line llith Ministry of Health guidance.
idenlify and prepare suitable community f'acilities and resources fbr
comrnunity isolation centers for asymptomatic, mild and moderate cases,
in thc er enl u here there is a communitr transrnission:
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(h) all inbound travellers rrust complete all requirements of the Ministry of
Health including pre-travel testing, pre-travel advance full vaccination and
health clearance to obtain final travel approval through the Vanuatu
Electronic Travel (VET) as outlined at rr$ rr.covid l9.g{,\.\ u:;

J



(o) a government department must contribute its human resources and assets

for COVID-19 preparedness and response activities as requested by the
Committee:

(p) the provincial government. a development partner and a private sector
must support the ongoing COVID-19 vaccination operations and COVID-
l9 preparedness and response under the coordinalion ofthe Ministrl' of
Health:

(q) a person must not give incorrect or misleading information relating to
COVID- 19. the Public Health Emergency, or in connection with this
Order.

4 Commencement

This Declaration of Public Health Emergency commences on I F ebruary 2022.

N{ade al Port ila this 3\ da) os J trn'anr'1 ,2022.
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